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-  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  -
President - Rod McDonagh -  11 out of 11 meetings attended

Vice President - Renee Smailes -  10 out of 11 meetings attended

Director of Administration - Vicki Thomas  -  11 out of 11 meetings attended

Director of Finance - Stephen Moran   7 out of 8 meetings attended

Director of Lifesaving - Brienna Elford -  11 out of 11 meetings attended

Director of Junior Activities - Ginja Ryan -  9 out of 11 meetings attended

Director of Surf Sports - Mick Hayes -  6 out of 9 meetings attended

Director of Marketing - Molly McBain  - 6 out of 9 meetings attended

IRB Captain - Jarrod Hasler

Education Officer - Kate Skinner

Gym Coordinator - Anne Pearce

Boat Captain - Chris Ward

Board/Ski Captain - Wayne Morris

First Aid Officer - Debra Moran

Member Protection Officer - Belinda Telford

Youth Officer - Sophie Smailes

Public Officer - Rod McDonagh

General Committee - John Tyne

-  M A N A G E M E N T  C O M M I T T E E  -
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Our 106th season has been one of the most rewarding I can recall, and it was capped

off by being named SLSMNC Club of the Year at the Branch Awards of Excellence.

Last season we were Highly Commended — this season we went one better. That

award is not the work of one year or one person; it is the product of a lot of quiet

effort by a lot of people over a long time, and every member should take some pride

in it.

Our patrols remain the heart of what we do. Patrols commenced on Saturday 27

September and finished on Monday 27 April, totalling 3,002.27 hours — the first time

we have passed 3,000 hours since 2017. Seven patrol teams made up of 95 members

oversaw 16,759 beachgoers and conducted one rescue, 28 first aid treatments, 150

preventative actions, five beach closures and three emergency call-outs. Our Patrol

Captains and every active member are applauded, and I particularly acknowledge

those who completed 100 per cent of their rostered patrols. Brienna Elford has again

set the standard from the front, and her leadership as Director of Lifesaving is a large

part of why those numbers look the way they do.

Membership continues to head in the right direction, with 274 members this season,

an increase of 40 on the previous year. Programs like Silver Salties and Nippers keep

drawing new families and new volunteers through our doors, and the challenge now is

to convert that interest into patrolling strength and skills.

Education underpins all of it. This season the club gained 12 Bronze Medallions, six

Surf Rescue Certificates, four IRB Crewpersons, two Silver Medallion IRB Drivers, six

RWC Operators, 13 First Aid, 16 Advanced Resuscitation, one UAV and one Training

Officer Certificate. Kate Skinner and our Education team — Rebecca Mitchell, Brienna

Elford, Craig Schweikert, Ian "Spook" Everingham and Mick Hayes — put in countless

hours for no reward other than seeing members grow in confidence. My thanks also to

our neighbouring clubs at Macksville-Scotts Head, Hat Head and Kempsey-Crescent

Head for their support, and to Sue Croad from Hat Head in particular.

Sadly, one of our call-outs became a four-day search for a missing teenager at Little

Bay which did not end the way any of us hoped. This was the second fatality our

members had attended in just over six months. I want to say plainly that these

incidents take a toll, and that toll does not always show up straight away.

The response from our own members and from the wider Mid North Coast membership

base was outstanding - professional, tireless and carried out wtih real care for the



family. Support has been made available to those involved, and it remains available.
Please use it, and please look out for each other.

Our Nippers had 48 children on the beach each Sunday morning under Ginja Ryan. A
big thank you to Brienna Elford, Kath Langthorne, Debbie Purvis and Mark Notley, who
gave up their time twice a week at the South West Rocks pool, and to Mick Hayes for
the extra board and march past coaching. Seeing Oscar and Peyton lay the wreath at
the ANZAC Day Dawn Service on behalf of the club was a proud moment.
Congratulations to Lincoln Benson, our Competitor of the Year, and to Lincoln
Tugwood, recipient of the Kerry Fisher Memorial Award. We also farewell Bel Telford as
an Age Manager after more than five years — thank you, Bel.

In Surf Sports, our Masters again led the way, competing carnival after carnival and
setting an example for the rest of the club. We competed on home sand at Country
Titles and had a good showing at Branch in Port Macquarie. Both our male and female
boat crews are on the water and building, which is pleasing to see. Most exciting is
the number of younger members taking up IRB racing, and our first youth IRB team into
the Championships — congratulations to Gus Ryan, Sophie Smailes, Darcy Gordon,
Eleanor Briggs and Riley Bechaz-Hatton (the Tinny Rats), and thank you to Brienna
Elford for the countless hours of training and coordination behind it. Thanks also to
Wayne Morris and Mick Hayes for their coaching through the season.

We have again shown we are the hosts with the most. We ran the Sharkskin SLSA IRB
Championships for the second consecutive year and the NSW Country Championships
in January, and supported the Trial Bay Triathlon, South West Rocks RunFest, the 24
Hour Row Gotcha4Life with Ritual Strength and the Rotary Trivia Night. These events
are a major logistical undertaking, but the camaraderie they build and the economic
benefit they bring to South West Rocks is immeasurable.

The launch of our Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan at our Awards of Excellence and
Presentation Day was a genuine milestone, achieved in partnership with the South
West Rocks Figtree Descendants Aboriginal Corporation. My thanks to Aunty Cheryl
Blair and Nancy Pattison for their guidance, and to Freeda Roberts for the artwork.
Our Badaar Nippers program with Kempsey South Public School was recognised with
the Branch Community Engagement Award and now goes forward to the State Awards
of Excellence in August. Our second annual Pink Patrol for International Women's Day
was another success — 48 per cent of our patrolling members are female, among the
highest in the Branch. We also delivered water safety education to schools across the
Macleay Valley and, for the first time, to local preschools.

Financially, this has been our strongest year in some time. Our auditors have advised
that this year is the best result in 14 years and our strongest operating cash flow in 13.
That does not happen by accident. Alex Wilcox and her team, along with weddings,
functions and the continued success of the Rescue Brew coffee van, have made
Boulders Bar and Bistro the community hub we always intended it to be. Steve Moran
has taken on the Director of Finance role in his first year and handled it well, with
support from Cate Madden. Grants received this year have gone into rescue
equipment, with the solar panel installation to be delivered in 2026/27.

We will be focusing on our Clubhouse redevelopment and reinventing the Building 
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Committee to pursue funding and planning pathways. Whilst this has been an ongoing
project, we will strive to have some productive outcomes in the coming months.

My thanks to Surf Life Saving New South Wales and Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast,
to our Patrons Mayor Kinne Ring, State Member Michael Kemp and Federal Member
Pat Conaghan, and to our sponsors and supporters, who have again shown their
loyalty to this club.

To the Board of Directors — Renee Smailes, Vicki Thomas, Steve Moran, Brienna Elford,
Ginja Ryan, Mick Hayes and Molly McBain — thank you for another year of genuine
teamwork. 

Finally, thank you to every member who contributes in ways large and small. Club of
the Year is not won in a season. It is won over years, by people who keep turning up. I
look forward to doing it all again in 2026/27.

Rod McDonagh ESM
President
Life Governor
South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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It is with great pride that I present the Vice President&#39;s Report for the South

West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club's 2025/2026 season. This year has been another

remarkable chapter in our club's history, marked by significant activity and

achievement across all areas of the club.

Our club continues to be well represented at Branch meetings, with active

participation in matters that shape the future of Surf Life Saving within our region.

Notably, three South West Rocks members currently serve on the Branch Executive,

demonstrating our club's strong commitment to Branch initiatives. I am grateful for

the opportunity to learn from the extensive experience of my fellow Branch Executive

members, which has strengthened my confidence and capability in representing our

club.

For a small club, we continue to achieve significant milestones and remain an

integral part of the South West Rocks community. One of my personal highlights this

season was assisting with the annual Queenscliff SLSC Board Camp in September,

where valuable leadership development, coaching skills and networking

opportunities were shared between our two clubs.

Another highlight was our Beach and Water Safety school visits, delivering vital

safety messages to students throughout the Macleay Valley, from Kindergarten to

Year 6. This year, we expanded our reach by visiting local preschools. I was pleased

to join our Director of Junior Activities, Ginga Ryan, and our Member Protection

Officer, Belinda Telford, in presenting water and beach safety education during Red

and Yellow Day on 4 March.

A significant milestone for our club was the launch of our Reflect Reconciliation

Action Plan (RAP) during our Awards of Excellence and Presentation Day. This was

achieved in partnership with the South West Rocks Figtree Descendants Aboriginal

Corporation. Special thanks go to Aunty Cheryl Blair and Nancy Pattison for their

guidance, wisdom and ongoing support throughout this journey, and to Freeda

Roberts for creating the beautiful artwork featured throughout the RAP document

and on our club swimwear. The relationship we have built with our local Dunghutti

community is something we value deeply, and we always enjoy sharing events such

as Cultural Nippers Day and the Pink Patrol. I am also pleased to say that this year I

finally mastered the art of weaving! 
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During the January school holidays, our Badarr (Dolphin) Nippers program once again

provided children with the opportunity to develop water confidence and essential

beach safety skills. Throughout the two-week program, participants made remarkable

progress, while the friendships and connections formed between the children and our

dedicated volunteer members were truly inspiring. It was wonderful to see this

initiative recognised with the Branch Community Engagement Award. We now look

forward to representing our Branch at the State Awards of Excellence in August.

Congratulations to all of our members who were recognised at the Branch Awards,

and best of luck to those progressing to the State Awards.

To conclude the season, we are proud to host the Sharkskin SLSA IRB Championships

for the second consecutive year. This prestigious event showcases our club's ability to

work collaboratively with community organisations, Kempsey Shire Council, Surf Life

Saving New South Wales and Surf Life Saving Australia. The success of this event

continues to reinforce our reputation as "the hosts with the most", and every member

should be proud of the professionalism, teamwork and commitment demonstrated

throughout the planning and delivery of the championships.

I am especially excited that this season our club has entered a youth IRB team into

the Championships. Congratulations to Gus Ryan, Sophie Smailes, Darcy Gordon,

Eleanor Briggs and Riley Bechaz-Hatton on this outstanding achievement. A special

thank you must go to Brienna Elford, who dedicated countless hours to training the

team and coordinating support from neighbouring clubs to ensure our young

competitors have every opportunity to succeed.

Finally, I extend my sincere thanks to our Executive Committee, General Committee,

all club members, volunteers, sponsors, community partners, and especially our Club

Manager, Alex, and her dedicated team. Your passion, commitment and willingness to

give your time continue to make South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club a thriving,

welcoming and successful organisation.

Together, we remain committed to building on this year's achievements, and I look

forward to another successful season in 2026/2027.

Yours in Lifesaving,

Renee Smailes

Vice President

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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I am pleased to present my first financial report as Director of Finance for the

SWRSLSC year ended 30 April 2026.

The Club Bistro and Bar had another successful trading year with total revenue of

$2,139,289, which is an increase of $214,182 (11.1%), resulting in a net profit of

$275,327, an increase of $44,601 (19.3%).

Whilst there was an increase in the trading figures, there was also a significant

increase in “other income” for the year, totalling $63,026. These avenues include,

but are not restricted to, fundraising, bank interest and grants.

The successful year for the Bar and Bistro can be attributed to Alex, Molly and their

team of wonderful staff. I would also like to congratulate Cortney and the team in

the Rescue Brew coffee van for their efforts in making the van a successful venture

for the club.
5

To the members of the OFC, what more can I say. Your continued help during the

year is well appreciated. Your banter, wit and sense of humour make for enjoyable

company while working the BBQ or doing those jobs around the ageing building and

saving the club some money.

As this is my first year as Director of Finance, I've relied heavily on Cate Madden

from Busy Books for her guidance and assistance. I also appreciate all the

assistance from other members of the Executive Committee for their direction and

knowledge.

I would also like to thank all other members of the club management committee for

their dedication to their respective portfolios.

Thanks also to Kate Skinner for her role as Markets Co-ordinator. The Markets have

certainly grown since Kate has taken up the position.

To all involved in the Friday night raffle duty, great effort. Another successful year

for the raffles. Many thanks to the main raffle sponsors, Balls Butchery and Pick of

the Crop, for your continued support.

A number of grants have been recieved this year and these have allowed us to

purchase more rescue equipment, replace old outdated equipment, as well as

looking to improve the functionality of the building with the installation of solar

panels, hopefully later this year.
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Lastly, I must thank Alaine Ylias from NorthCorp for her assistance in the

preparation of this report.

Steve Moran

Director of Finance

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club



D I R E C T O R  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N
R E P O R T

The 2025/26 season has been an outstanding year for South West Rocks SLSC —

capped off by being named SLSMNC Club of the Year at the branch Awards of

Excellence. This award belongs to every member, volunteer, sponsor and supporter of

our club. From our patrolling members and Nippers to Boulders Bar & Bistro and the

countless hands behind the scenes, it recognises what we've all felt for some time: this

club is something special, and it's heading in the right direction.

Our membership continues to grow. We welcomed a total of 274 members this season,

an increase of 40 on the previous year. 

This growth reflects the strength of our club community and the appeal of programs

like Silver Salties and Nippers, which continue to draw new families and volunteers

through our doors.

I would also like to acknowledge Brienna Elford, our Clubperson of the Year — a

thoroughly deserved recognition of everything she gives to this club.

Our relationships with other community organisations — Rotary, SES, RFS, Marine

Rescue and many others — remain strong, and the support network built over recent

years continues to serve our region well.

I want to thank the Board of Directors for another year of genuine teamwork. The

willingness of each director to take ownership of their portfolio makes the

administration of this club run smoothly, and it doesn't go unnoticed.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to another fantastic season — our patrolling

members, age managers, trainers, volunteers, sponsors and supporters. Club of the

Year isn't won by one person or one season; it's the result of years of collective effort,

and I couldn't be prouder to be part of it. I look forward to continuing our work

together in 2026/27.

Vicki Thomas

Director of Administration

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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A great season, particularly for our Masters, who all performed well at several

carnivals throughout the season. Their commitment to training and turning up to

compete at carnival after carnival sets a great example for the rest of the club.

Our club was well represented at Country Titles, held here at South West Rocks, which

was a great chance to compete on home sand in front of a home crowd. We also had

a good showing at Branch at Port Macquarie, with members competing across a

range of events and doing the club proud.

Our boat crews are still slowly building, and with both male and female crews now on

the water, the future does look bright. Building competitive crews takes time and

commitment, and the progress this season is a credit to all involved.

Very pleasing to see several younger members taking on the IRB racing, and their

enthusiasm in training is to be highly commended. With IRB Aussies only weeks away,

the experience for these crews will be invaluable, and I look forward to seeing how

they go on the big stage.

A huge thank you to the many senior members who give up their time to coach,

including Wayne Morris (Ski and Board) and Brienna Elford (Swimming). Their expertise

in these areas and willingness to coach is very much appreciated.

Finally, a huge shout-out of thanks to all those who assist with surf sports in any way

— it is greatly appreciated.

Mick Hayes

Director of Surf Sports

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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As Director of Lifesaving for South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club, I am proud to

present the Lifesaving Report for the 2025/2026 season. This season has been defined

by growth, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to keeping our beaches safe.

Through patrol operations, training, emergency response, and community engagement,

our members have once again demonstrated the strength of the red and yellow spirit.

PATROLS + CALL-OUTS
Our patrol teams remained at the heart of club operations, providing a highly visible

and professional lifesaving service throughout the season. Their vigilance, skill, and

dedication ensured thousands of beachgoers could safely enjoy our coastline. Patrols

commenced on Saturday, 27th September, and finished on Monday, 27th April, totalling

3,002.27 hours for the season. The first time we have reached over 3,000 hours since

2017, a huge achievement.

Our top 10 patrolling members for this season are:

1. Brienna Elford – 154.5 hours

2. Rebecca Mitchell – 73 hours

3. Bruce Aulsebrook – 67.5 hours

4. Mia Matlock – 65 hours

5. Emma Matlock – 59 hours

6. Ian Everingham + Alys Farley – 58 hours

8. James Stokes – 54 hours

9. Sophie Smailes + Sarah Thomas – 52 hours

We also were able to acknowledge the number of members who completed 100% of

their rostered patrols this season, a massive effort – Bruce Aulsebrook, Holly Gaddes,

Brian Morris, Andrew Packwood, Renee Smailes, Sophie Smailes, Ben Thomas, Sarah

Thomas and Nicholas Turner.

Our seven patrol teams, made up of 95 members, oversaw 16,759 members of the public

and conducted: 1 rescue; 28 first aid treatments; 150 preventative actions; 5 beach

closures; and 3 emergency call-outs.

Beyond routine patrol operations, the club continued to strengthen its emergency

response capability through specialised training, inter-agency collaboration, and real-

world operational deployments.

One of the call-outs ended up being a 4-day search for a missing teenager at Little



Bay. This did not end the way we hoped, and we were unable to recover the missing

person. The positive from this tragic incident was the impressive response from our

members and the wider Mid North Coast membership base, who all showed their

high level of skills, dedication, and willingness to give back to ensure the search

was conducted with the utmost professionalism and care for the family.
 

This incident was the second fatality that our members had attended in just over 6

months, and it is to be noted the toll that these incidents can have on our

volunteers.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT + INCLUSION

One of the club’s greatest strengths is its connection to the community. This season,

we continued to build meaningful partnerships and create inclusive opportunities

for people of all ages and backgrounds to engage with Surf Life Saving.

Our Badaar Nippers program, in conjunction with Kempsey South Public School,

delivered holiday experiences for students to enjoy learning about the surf and their

local environment. This was the second season we held this program.

We delivered water safety talks to local schools, South West Rocks, Gladstone,

Smithtown, Kempsey East and Kempsey South. Thank you to those volunteers who

continue to give back to the community through water safety education.

The second annual Pink Patrol to celebrate International Women’s Day was a huge

success. 48% of our patrolling members are female, which is one of the highest in

the Branch. Thank you to Bespoke Glow for your sponsorship of this event.

Other community events that we were involved in included: providing water safety

at the Trial Bay Triathlon, providing the BBQ and course marshals for the South West

Rocks RunFest, 24 Hour Row Gotcha4Life with the Ritual Strength and the South

West Rocks Rotary Trivia Night.

As we prepare for the 2026/2027 season, our focus will remain on strengthening

patrol capability, expanding training pathways, supporting volunteer wellbeing, and

continuing to grow inclusive programs that create lifelong connections to Surf Life

Saving.

The Silver Salties have continued to grow and are now an integral part of the club.

Membership for 2025/26 was capped at 100 as interest in the group continued to

grow. Sessions included chair yoga, walking sessions, water sessions and group
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exercise classes facilitated by our main Silver Salties - Anne Pearce, Debbie Purvis,

Jen Grahame and Pam Walsh. These amazing women were supported by other

members with water safety, organisation and new member enquiries, forming a little

sub-committee to continue to grow this positive and life-giving program. I

personally thank them for their assistance with all things around the club, including

handing out flyers to local businesses, letterbox drops and also their assistance at

our major carnivals on the BBQ or in the clubhouse with the catering.

I would like to sincerely thank every volunteer, trainer, assessor, committee member,

sponsor, and family member. Your support enables everything we achieve.

Together, we are doing far more than saving lives—we are building a stronger,

safer, and more connected community.

Yours in surf lifesaving,

Brienna Elford

Life Member

Director of Lifesaving

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club

P A G E  2 7   | A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5 / 2 6



D I R E C T O R  O F  J U N I O R
A C T I V I T I E S

This season we had 48 children participating in Nipper activities each Sunday

morning. It was wonderful to see so many familiar and new faces on the beach each

week, with three of our Nippers showing real commitment by consistently attending

extra board training throughout the season.

A big thank you to our four amazing swim educators — Brienna Elford, Kath

Langthorne, Debbie Purvis and Mark Notley — who volunteered their time twice a

week to teach swimming at the South West Rocks pool. Several children joined in and

made it each week, building their confidence in the water and receiving extra

coaching along the way. These sessions made a real difference — children who were

struggling with their swimming at the start of the season grew much stronger in their

skills and became far more confident in the surf.

Thank you to Mick Hayes for all the extra training he provided to the children

competing in board and March Past events. This gave them the chance to experience

one-on-one coaching on the board, and it was fantastic to see the children marching

as a team and taking such pride in representing our club.

On ANZAC Day, Oscar and Peyton laid the wreath at the Dawn Service on behalf of

our club — a very proud moment for our Nippers and our community.

This year I asked the Board to select the recipient of the Kerry Fisher Memorial Award,

and I congratulate Lincoln Tugwood on being a very worthy recipient. Lincoln

consistently helps set up the beach each week, never complains when asked to lend a

hand — even helping set up at the Hat Head Macleay Nippers day — and has

contributed to fundraising with a wonderfully positive attitude towards our club.

Congratulations also to Lincoln Benson, our Competitor of the Year — a well-deserved

award after a dedicated season of competing at carnivals both at South West Rocks

and at away clubs.

This season we said goodbye to one of our amazing Age Managers, Bel. Bel has been

with our club for more than 5 years, volunteering with Nippers, carnival catering and

countless club activities and functions. While you’ll still see her around the club, Bel

won’t be returning as an Age Manager next season - thank you, Bel, for everything you

have given our juniors.

At our Junior Presentation, the following children were recognised for their

commitment each week, their can-do attitude and the encouragement they showed
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their peers:

Competitor of the Year – Lincoln Benson

Kerry Fisher Memorial Award for Effort and Attitude – Lincoln Tugwood

U12s – Most Improved - Neveah Simms

U11s – Most Consistent - Ashton Francis

U10s – Most Improved - Stephanie Taplin Cooper

U10s - Most Consistent - Lily Redmond

U9s – Most Improved - Ella Benson

U9s - Most Consistent - Reegan Mckiernan

U8s - Most Improved - Jayla Chapman

U8s – Most Consistent - Lucas Hitchins

U7s - Most Improved - Tommy Shakespeare

U7s – Most Consistent - Harper Hodgson

U6s – Most Improved - Elliot Hitchins

U6s - Most Consistent - Raphael Clainos De Oliveria

Finally, a huge thank you to my support crew behind the scenes, and to all the parents

who got their children to Nipper sessions each week — none of this happens without

you.

Hope to see you all on the beach next season!

Ginja Ryan

Director of Junior Activities

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club

P A G E  2 9  | A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5 / 2 6



D I R E C T O R  O F  M A R K E T I N G  &
C O M M U N I C A T I O N S

It has been a privilege to serve my first season as Director of Marketing and Communication for

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club. I would like to sincerely thank our members for their

ongoing support, encouragement and guidance throughout the season. Stepping into this role

has provided me with invaluable opportunities to develop new skills, build relationships and

contribute to the continued success of our surf club.

The 2025/2026 season was another outstanding year for South West Rocks. Hosting both the

Aussie IRB Championships and the NSW Country Championships showcased not only our facilities

but also the incredible commitment of our members and volunteers. It was fantastic to see our

community come together to deliver these major events so successfully.

One of the highlights of the season was the continued success of our rotating Friday night raffle

roster. The roster ensured equal fundraising opportunities across our patrol teams and club

groups, including the Old Farts, Silver Salties, Nippers, IRB Racing Team, Boaties and the Board

of Directors. These raffles would not be possible without the generous support of our local

sponsors. A special thank you to Pick of the Crop for donating fresh fruit and vegetable trays

each week and to Balls Butchery and Providore for their ongoing donation of meat and seafood

trays.

As always, our club relies on the generosity of our sponsors, and I am incredibly grateful for the

businesses that continue to support our club. This season we were pleased to welcome several

new local sponsors while also retaining many valued returning partners. We are currently working

on introducing sponsorship package purchases through our website, providing a more

streamlined process for businesses wishing to support the club.

Club merchandise has continued to be extremely popular throughout the season. T-shirts,

jumpers and jackets remain some of our bestselling items, proving to be a favourite keepsake for

visitors and members while also increasing the visibility of our club throughout the community.

This season also saw the installation of a new and improved club billboard featuring updated

imagery and refreshed branding. This project aligned with the marketing style and visual identity

used across our communications, while also providing the opportunity to update patrol

photographs and showcase our bistro offerings.

Looking ahead, I am excited to continue building on this year’s achievements and exploring new

opportunities to strengthen the club’s marketing, communications and community engagement

throughout the 2026/2027 season. Thank you to everyone who has supported me throughout my

first year in this role. I look forward to another successful season for South West Rocks Surf Life

Saving Club.

Molly McBain

Director of Marketing and Communication

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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Despite challenging economic conditions, including inflation and fluctuating fuel

prices, the bar and bistro at SWRSLSC has had another successful year. I want to

express my gratitude to our dedicated employees whose hard work drives our

success. I feel grateful to be surrounded by a team that brings both enthusiasm and

professionalism to everything they do.

On top of the over 90 weddings and private functions we have held, the Club has

hosted some incredible events this year, including the Australian IRB titles in July and

Country Championships in January. Both carnivals, despite being challenging from

an organisational and staffing perspective, were hugely successful and received

widespread praise from the wider Surf Lifesaving and South West Rocks community.

We continued, this season, to foster new relationships and nurture our current

partnerships with other SWR community groups such as Rotary, The View Club of

South West Rocks, SWR Public School P&C, the South West Rocks Probus Club and

the Marlins Rugby League team. We have also worked closely with the Figtree

Corporation and Kinchela Boys Home Corp. throughout the year for a number of

events. We look forward to continuing to support these relationships into the future.

We pride ourselves on providing a safe and nurturing work environment for our staff,

many of whom also spend their time off volunteering on our beaches as active

members of the Club. Throughout the year, we have also taken on multiple work

experience students from around the Kempsey area to provide hands-on hospitality

training. Two of these students were offered positions within the Club staff after the

completion of their work experience.

I would like to thank the SWRSLSC Committee members for their dedication to our

Club, and their support of me and our employees. The volunteer hours that they

provide are truly appreciated, and their combined years of experience, education

and business knowledge help me to successfully manage our Club.

I look forward to serving, working with and hopefully having a beer with everyone in

the coming months and wish all of our volunteers and members a safe, happy and

fruitful 26/27 season.

Alex Wilcox

Club Manager

South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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This season saw a continuation of strong training across the club. We ran a number

of courses throughout the season, including the following awards obtained:

1. Bronze Medallion x 12

2. Surf Rescue Certificate x 6

3. IRB Crewperson x 4

4. Silver Medallion- IRB Driver x 2

5. RWC Operator x6

6. First Aid x 13

7. Advanced Resuscitation Certificate x 16

8. UAV x1

9. Training Officer Certificate x 1

Thank you to the Education Team including Rebecca Mitchell, Brienna Elford, Craig

Schweikert, Ian "Spook" Everingham, and Mick Hayes. This group volunteers

countless hours to support members to gain confidence as well as awards. They

bring an exceptional range of knowledge, experience and skills to the club. This

season also saw Brienna Elford, Rebecca Mitchell and Kate Skinner attend the

2026 Surf Lifesaving NSW Chief Training Officer Forum. Thank you to the support of

other branch TAFs, especially the northern clubs- Macksville-Scotts Head, Hat Head

and Kempsey-Crescent Head. We would also like to recognise Sue Croad from Hat

Head for her facilitation of the First Aid and Advanced Resuscitation Courses.  

We look forward to adding Pete, Sophie and Mia to our Education Team next

season as they are currently completing their Training Officer Certificate and will

bring a wide range of skills and experience to the team.

Kate Skinner

Education Officer Report
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The Beachside Markets are held on the second Saturday of the month as well as

during school holidays. We have also introduced a market on the 5th Saturday. 

Kate Skinner took over from Ian Yates in April. Stall holders and community

members have been happy with the new initiatives. 

The summer markets during school holidays continue to be the busiest time, but this

year has seen an overall increase in stalls throughout the year. 

We look forward to continuing to try new things to keep the markets relevant for

visitors as well as community members.  

Kate Skinner

Beachside Markets Coordinator
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South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club

Year ended 30 April 2026 

Please accept my apologies for not being in attendance today. 

Financial Statements Presentation

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Australian

Accounting Standards – Simplified Disclosures and the Australian Charities and

Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012 (ACNC).

Financial Report overview

The Surf Life Saving Club recorded a profit of $275,327 for the year ended 30 April

2026, representing an increase of $44,601, or 19.3%, compared to the profit of

$230,726 recorded in the previous year.  The increase in profit was driven by an

increase in income of $214,200, partially offset by an increase in expenses of

$169,600.

The increase in income was primarily attributable to stronger trading results across

the Club's bar, bistro and functions operations. Bar sales increased by $46,600 to

$836,000, while food and function sales increased by $83,300 to approximately $1

million.

The main increase in expenditure related to employee benefits, which increased by

$74,000 to $747,500. This increase was consistent with the higher level of trading

activity during the year. Inventory purchases also increased by $49,300 to $731,901,

reflecting the increased volume of sales.

Overall, the 2026 financial year has been an outstanding year for the Surf Life

Saving Club. Having reviewed the Club's results over the past 14 years, this

represents the strongest financial result achieved during that period.

Statement of Financial Position

The Statement of Financial Position reflects a strong financial position, with total

assets of approximately $1.4 million and net assets of more than $1.2 million.

As at 30 April 2026, the Club held cash at bank of $346,500 and term deposits of

$871,700.

The Club’s liabilities remained modest and included trade creditors, employee

leave entitlements and unspent grant funding relating to the solar panel project to

A U D I T O R S  R E P O R T
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be undertaken during the 2027 financial year.

Statement of cash flows 

Net cash provided by operating activities was $394,976, compared to $247,250

in the previous year, representing an increase of approximately $147,700.

This is the strongest operating cash flow result achieved by the Club in the past

13 years.

The Board, management and staff should be commended on these results,

particularly given the ongoing cost-of-living pressures facing many organisations

and communities.

Independent Auditor’s Report

The independent auditor’s report contains our opinion on the financial report.

We have issued an unmodified opinion. 

In our opinion, the accompanying financial report has been prepared in

accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits

Commission Act 2012, including:

(i)giving a true and fair view of the Club’s financial position as at 30 April 2026

and of its financial performance for the year then ended; and

(ii)complying with Australian Accounting Standards and the Australian Charities

and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2022.

Closing 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Steve, Vicki, Alex, Molly and Cate

for their assistance during the audit and for their continued support of NorthCorp

Accountants.

I would also like to congratulate the Board, management, staff and volunteers on

another successful year and wish the Club every success for the year ahead.

Alaine Ylias

NorthCorp Accountants
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Ian Everingham

NATIONAL MEDAL

Janelle Cook

Linda Cooper

Darren Love

SLSA LONG SERVICE AWARDS

5 Year Patrol Service Award

Bruce Aulsebrook, Olivia Bailey, Michael Briggs, Matthew Chow, Brayden Cook, Jen

Grahame, Stephen Hayes, Helen King, Tim May, Chris Schulz

10 Year Patrol Service Award

Mick Hayes, Brian Morris

40 Year Long Service Award

Mick Adams

50 Year Patrol Service Award

Craig Schweikert

50 Year Long Service Award

Craig Schweikert

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE - PERPETUAL AWARDS

B+J Crossingham Memorial Award for Most Consistent Patrol Member

Bruce Aulsebrook

Colin Ball OAM + Pam Ball Memorial Award for Achievers & Encouragers Award

Angus Ryan

Garry Gillies Memorial Award for Cadet of the Year

Maggie Briggs

Ben Clarke Memorial Award for Rookie of the Year

Riley Bechaz-Hatton

Patrol of the Year

Patrol 1

Gordon ‘Coogan’ Lawrence Memorial Award for Competitor of the Year

Mick Hayes
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Competitor of the Year

Lincoln Benson

Kerry Fisher Memorial Award for Attitude and Effort

Lincoln Tugwood

Roger Whitmore Memorial Award for Volunteer of the Year

Chris Ward

Life Governors’ Award for Administrator of the Year

Steve Moran

John Hogno Memorial Award for Services to Life Saving

Wayne Morris

Director of Administration Award

Kate Skinner

Director of Lifesaving Award

Eleanor Briggs

President’s Award

Piper Mills

Terry Trevillian Memorial Award for Male of the Year

Steve Smailes

W Tom Saul Memorial Award for Female of the Year

Sophie Smailes

Kevin Ruscoe Memorial Award for Clubperson of the Year

Brienna Elford
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SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE
Lincoln Benson, Maggie Briggs, Amy Budden, Megan Curnow, Matt Farley, Kate

Skinner

BRONZE MEDALLION
Riley Bechaz-Hatton, Eleanor Briggs, Michael Crummy, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon,

Gavin Hodson, Darby Hudson, Leah McNamara, Gabby Miranda, Jim Rheningans,

Shahni Willis, Amy Tovey

PROVIDE FIRST AID CERTIFICATE
Eleanor Briggs, Chris Farley, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon, Darby Hudson, Connor Jago,

Luke Marshall, Leah McNamara, Gabby Miranda, Clayton Parsons, Jim Rheningans,

Kate Skinner, Ginga Ryan

ADVANCED RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES
Eleanor Briggs, Michael Crummy, Chris Farley, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon, Gavin

Hodson, Darby Hudson, Connor Jago, Kate Skinner, Luke Marshall, Leah McNamara,

Gabby Miranda, Angus Ryan, Belinda Telford, Nicholas Turner, Chris Ward, Belinda

White, Shahni Willis

IRB CREWPERSON
Riley Bechaz-Hatton, Eleanor Briggs, Matthew Chow, Angus Ryan, Sophie Smailes,

Mo Wallis

SILVER MEDALLION - IRB DRIVER
Kris Matlock, Mia Matlock

RWC
Peter Brannelly, Brienna Elford, Jarrod Hasler, Molly McBain, Craig Schweikert, Mo

Wallis

UAV
Kate Skinner

RADIO OPERATOR
Connor Jago
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	PRESIDENT'S REPORT
	Our 106th season has been one of the most rewarding I can recall, and it was capped off by being named SLSMNC Club of the Year at the Branch Awards of Excellence. Last season we were Highly Commended — this season we went one better. That award is not the work of one year or one person; it is the product of a lot of quiet effort by a lot of people over a long time, and every member should take some pride in it.
	Our patrols remain the heart of what we do. Patrols commenced on Saturday 27 September and finished on Monday 27 April, totalling 3,002.27 hours — the first time we have passed 3,000 hours since 2017. Seven patrol teams made up of 95 members oversaw 16,759 beachgoers and conducted one rescue, 28 first aid treatments, 150 preventative actions, five beach closures and three emergency call-outs. Our Patrol Captains and every active member are applauded, and I particularly acknowledge those who completed 100 per cent of their rostered patrols. Brienna Elford has again set the standard from the front, and her leadership as Director of Lifesaving is a large part of why those numbers look the way they do.
	Membership continues to head in the right direction, with 274 members this season, an increase of 40 on the previous year. Programs like Silver Salties and Nippers keep drawing new families and new volunteers through our doors, and the challenge now is to convert that interest into patrolling strength and skills.
	Education underpins all of it. This season the club gained 12 Bronze Medallions, six Surf Rescue Certificates, four IRB Crewpersons, two Silver Medallion IRB Drivers, six RWC Operators, 13 First Aid, 16 Advanced Resuscitation, one UAV and one Training Officer Certificate. Kate Skinner and our Education team — Rebecca Mitchell, Brienna Elford, Craig Schweikert, Ian "Spook" Everingham and Mick Hayes — put in countless hours for no reward other than seeing members grow in confidence. My thanks also to our neighbouring clubs at Macksville-Scotts Head, Hat Head and Kempsey-Crescent Head for their support, and to Sue Croad from Hat Head in particular.
	Sadly, one of our call-outs became a four-day search for a missing teenager at Little Bay which did not end the way any of us hoped. This was the second fatality our members had attended in just over six months. I want to say plainly that these incidents take a toll, and that toll does not always show up straight away.
	The response from our own members and from the wider Mid North Coast membership base was outstanding - professional, tireless and carried out wtih real care for the

	family. Support has been made available to those involved, and it remains available. Please use it, and please look out for each other.
	Our Nippers had 48 children on the beach each Sunday morning under Ginja Ryan. A big thank you to Brienna Elford, Kath Langthorne, Debbie Purvis and Mark Notley, who gave up their time twice a week at the South West Rocks pool, and to Mick Hayes for the extra board and march past coaching. Seeing Oscar and Peyton lay the wreath at the ANZAC Day Dawn Service on behalf of the club was a proud moment. Congratulations to Lincoln Benson, our Competitor of the Year, and to Lincoln Tugwood, recipient of the Kerry Fisher Memorial Award. We also farewell Bel Telford as an Age Manager after more than five years — thank you, Bel.
	In Surf Sports, our Masters again led the way, competing carnival after carnival and setting an example for the rest of the club. We competed on home sand at Country Titles and had a good showing at Branch in Port Macquarie. Both our male and female boat crews are on the water and building, which is pleasing to see. Most exciting is the number of younger members taking up IRB racing, and our first youth IRB team into the Championships — congratulations to Gus Ryan, Sophie Smailes, Darcy Gordon, Eleanor Briggs and Riley Bechaz-Hatton (the Tinny Rats), and thank you to Brienna Elford for the countless hours of training and coordination behind it. Thanks also to Wayne Morris and Mick Hayes for their coaching through the season.
	We have again shown we are the hosts with the most. We ran the Sharkskin SLSA IRB Championships for the second consecutive year and the NSW Country Championships in January, and supported the Trial Bay Triathlon, South West Rocks RunFest, the 24 Hour Row Gotcha4Life with Ritual Strength and the Rotary Trivia Night. These events are a major logistical undertaking, but the camaraderie they build and the economic benefit they bring to South West Rocks is immeasurable.
	The launch of our Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan at our Awards of Excellence and Presentation Day was a genuine milestone, achieved in partnership with the South West Rocks Figtree Descendants Aboriginal Corporation. My thanks to Aunty Cheryl Blair and Nancy Pattison for their guidance, and to Freeda Roberts for the artwork. Our Badaar Nippers program with Kempsey South Public School was recognised with the Branch Community Engagement Award and now goes forward to the State Awards of Excellence in August. Our second annual Pink Patrol for International Women's Day was another success — 48 per cent of our patrolling members are female, among the highest in the Branch. We also delivered water safety education to schools across the Macleay Valley and, for the first time, to local preschools.
	We will be focusing on our Clubhouse redevelopment and reinventing the Building
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	Committee to pursue funding and planning pathways. Whilst this has been an ongoing project, we will strive to have some productive outcomes in the coming months.
	My thanks to Surf Life Saving New South Wales and Surf Life Saving Mid North Coast, to our Patrons Mayor Kinne Ring, State Member Michael Kemp and Federal Member Pat Conaghan, and to our sponsors and supporters, who have again shown their loyalty to this club.
	To the Board of Directors — Renee Smailes, Vicki Thomas, Steve Moran, Brienna Elford, Ginja Ryan, Mick Hayes and Molly McBain — thank you for another year of genuine teamwork.
	Finally, thank you to every member who contributes in ways large and small. Club of the Year is not won in a season. It is won over years, by people who keep turning up. I look forward to doing it all again in 2026/27.
	Rod McDonagh ESM
	President
	Life Governor
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
	VICE PRESIDENT’S REPORT
	It is with great pride that I present the Vice President&#39;s Report for the South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club's 2025/2026 season. This year has been another remarkable chapter in our club's history, marked by significant activity and achievement across all areas of the club.
	Our club continues to be well represented at Branch meetings, with active participation in matters that shape the future of Surf Life Saving within our region. Notably, three South West Rocks members currently serve on the Branch Executive, demonstrating our club's strong commitment to Branch initiatives. I am grateful for the opportunity to learn from the extensive experience of my fellow Branch Executive members, which has strengthened my confidence and capability in representing our club.
	For a small club, we continue to achieve significant milestones and remain an integral part of the South West Rocks community. One of my personal highlights this season was assisting with the annual Queenscliff SLSC Board Camp in September, where valuable leadership development, coaching skills and networking opportunities were shared between our two clubs.
	Another highlight was our Beach and Water Safety school visits, delivering vital safety messages to students throughout the Macleay Valley, from Kindergarten to Year 6. This year, we expanded our reach by visiting local preschools. I was pleased to join our Director of Junior Activities, Ginga Ryan, and our Member Protection Officer, Belinda Telford, in presenting water and beach safety education during Red and Yellow Day on 4 March.
	A significant milestone for our club was the launch of our Reflect Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) during our Awards of Excellence and Presentation Day. This was achieved in partnership with the South West Rocks Figtree Descendants Aboriginal Corporation. Special thanks go to Aunty Cheryl Blair and Nancy Pattison for their guidance, wisdom and ongoing support throughout this journey, and to Freeda Roberts for creating the beautiful artwork featured throughout the RAP document and on our club swimwear. The relationship we have built with our local Dunghutti community is something we value deeply, and we always enjoy sharing events such as Cultural Nippers Day and the Pink Patrol. I am also pleased to say that this year I finally mastered the art of weaving!

	During the January school holidays, our Badarr (Dolphin) Nippers program once again provided children with the opportunity to develop water confidence and essential beach safety skills. Throughout the two-week program, participants made remarkable progress, while the friendships and connections formed between the children and our dedicated volunteer members were truly inspiring. It was wonderful to see this initiative recognised with the Branch Community Engagement Award. We now look forward to representing our Branch at the State Awards of Excellence in August. Congratulations to all of our members who were recognised at the Branch Awards, and best of luck to those progressing to the State Awards.
	To conclude the season, we are proud to host the Sharkskin SLSA IRB Championships for the second consecutive year. This prestigious event showcases our club's ability to work collaboratively with community organisations, Kempsey Shire Council, Surf Life Saving New South Wales and Surf Life Saving Australia. The success of this event continues to reinforce our reputation as "the hosts with the most", and every member should be proud of the professionalism, teamwork and commitment demonstrated throughout the planning and delivery of the championships.
	I am especially excited that this season our club has entered a youth IRB team into the Championships. Congratulations to Gus Ryan, Sophie Smailes, Darcy Gordon, Eleanor Briggs and Riley Bechaz-Hatton on this outstanding achievement. A special thank you must go to Brienna Elford, who dedicated countless hours to training the team and coordinating support from neighbouring clubs to ensure our young competitors have every opportunity to succeed.
	Finally, I extend my sincere thanks to our Executive Committee, General Committee, all club members, volunteers, sponsors, community partners, and especially our Club Manager, Alex, and her dedicated team. Your passion, commitment and willingness to give your time continue to make South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club a thriving, welcoming and successful organisation.
	Together, we remain committed to building on this year's achievements, and I look forward to another successful season in 2026/2027.
	Yours in Lifesaving,
	Renee Smailes
	Vice President
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
	DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT
	I am pleased to present my first financial report as Director of Finance for the SWRSLSC year ended 30 April 2026.
	The Club Bistro and Bar had another successful trading year with total revenue of $2,139,289, which is an increase of $214,182 (11.1%), resulting in a net profit of $275,327, an increase of $44,601 (19.3%).
	Whilst there was an increase in the trading figures, there was also a significant increase in “other income” for the year, totalling $63,026. These avenues include, but are not restricted to, fundraising, bank interest and grants.
	The successful year for the Bar and Bistro can be attributed to Alex, Molly and their team of wonderful staff. I would also like to congratulate Cortney and the team in the Rescue Brew coffee van for their efforts in making the van a successful venture for the club.
	To the members of the OFC, what more can I say. Your continued help during the year is well appreciated. Your banter, wit and sense of humour make for enjoyable company while working the BBQ or doing those jobs around the ageing building and saving the club some money.
	As this is my first year as Director of Finance, I've relied heavily on Cate Madden from Busy Books for her guidance and assistance. I also appreciate all the assistance from other members of the Executive Committee for their direction and knowledge.
	I would also like to thank all other members of the club management committee for their dedication to their respective portfolios.
	Thanks also to Kate Skinner for her role as Markets Co-ordinator. The Markets have certainly grown since Kate has taken up the position.
	To all involved in the Friday night raffle duty, great effort. Another successful year for the raffles. Many thanks to the main raffle sponsors, Balls Butchery and Pick of the Crop, for your continued support.
	A number of grants have been recieved this year and these have allowed us to purchase more rescue equipment, replace old outdated equipment, as well as looking to improve the functionality of the building with the installation of solar panels, hopefully later this year.
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	Lastly, I must thank Alaine Ylias from NorthCorp for her assistance in the preparation of this report.
	Steve Moran
	Director of Finance
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
	DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION REPORT
	The 2025/26 season has been an outstanding year for South West Rocks SLSC — capped off by being named SLSMNC Club of the Year at the branch Awards of Excellence. This award belongs to every member, volunteer, sponsor and supporter of our club. From our patrolling members and Nippers to Boulders Bar & Bistro and the countless hands behind the scenes, it recognises what we've all felt for some time: this club is something special, and it's heading in the right direction.
	Vicki Thomas
	Director of Administration
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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	DIRECTOR OF SURF SPORTS
	REPORT
	Finally, a huge shout-out of thanks to all those who assist with surf sports in any way — it is greatly appreciated.
	Mick Hayes
	Director of Surf Sports
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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	DIRECTOR OF
	LIFESAVING REPORT
	As Director of Lifesaving for South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club, I am proud to present the Lifesaving Report for the 2025/2026 season. This season has been defined by growth, resilience, and an unwavering commitment to keeping our beaches safe. Through patrol operations, training, emergency response, and community engagement, our members have once again demonstrated the strength of the red and yellow spirit.
	PATROLS + CALL-OUTS
	Our patrol teams remained at the heart of club operations, providing a highly visible and professional lifesaving service throughout the season. Their vigilance, skill, and dedication ensured thousands of beachgoers could safely enjoy our coastline. Patrols commenced on Saturday, 27th September, and finished on Monday, 27th April, totalling 3,002.27 hours for the season. The first time we have reached over 3,000 hours since 2017, a huge achievement.
	Our top 10 patrolling members for this season are:
	1. Brienna Elford – 154.5 hours
	2. Rebecca Mitchell – 73 hours
	3. Bruce Aulsebrook – 67.5 hours
	4. Mia Matlock – 65 hours
	5. Emma Matlock – 59 hours
	6. Ian Everingham + Alys Farley – 58 hours
	8. James Stokes – 54 hours
	9. Sophie Smailes + Sarah Thomas – 52 hours
	We also were able to acknowledge the number of members who completed 100% of their rostered patrols this season, a massive effort – Bruce Aulsebrook, Holly Gaddes, Brian Morris, Andrew Packwood, Renee Smailes, Sophie Smailes, Ben Thomas, Sarah Thomas and Nicholas Turner.
	Our seven patrol teams, made up of 95 members, oversaw 16,759 members of the public and conducted: 1 rescue; 28 first aid treatments; 150 preventative actions; 5 beach closures; and 3 emergency call-outs.
	Beyond routine patrol operations, the club continued to strengthen its emergency response capability through specialised training, inter-agency collaboration, and real- world operational deployments.
	One of the call-outs ended up being a 4-day search for a missing teenager at Little
	Bay. This did not end the way we hoped, and we were unable to recover the missing
	person. The positive from this tragic incident was the impressive response from our members and the wider Mid North Coast membership base, who all showed their high level of skills, dedication, and willingness to give back to ensure the search was conducted with the utmost professionalism and care for the family.
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT + INCLUSION



	Other community events that we were involved in included: providing water safety at the Trial Bay Triathlon, providing the BBQ and course marshals for the South West Rocks RunFest, 24 Hour Row Gotcha4Life with the Ritual Strength and the South West Rocks Rotary Trivia Night.
	As we prepare for the 2026/2027 season, our focus will remain on strengthening
	patrol capability, expanding training pathways, supporting volunteer wellbeing, and
	continuing to grow inclusive programs that create lifelong connections to Surf Life
	Saving.
	The Silver Salties have continued to grow and are now an integral part of the club. Membership for 2025/26 was capped at 100 as interest in the group continued to grow. Sessions included chair yoga, walking sessions, water sessions and group
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	exercise classes facilitated by our main Silver Salties - Anne Pearce, Debbie Purvis, Jen Grahame and Pam Walsh. These amazing women were supported by other members with water safety, organisation and new member enquiries, forming a little sub-committee to continue to grow this positive and life-giving program. I personally thank them for their assistance with all things around the club, including handing out flyers to local businesses, letterbox drops and also their assistance at our major carnivals on the BBQ or in the clubhouse with the catering.
	I would like to sincerely thank every volunteer, trainer, assessor, committee member,
	sponsor, and family member. Your support enables everything we achieve.
	Together, we are doing far more than saving lives—we are building a stronger, safer, and more connected community.
	Yours in surf lifesaving,
	Brienna Elford
	Life Member
	Director of Lifesaving
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
	DIRECTOR OF JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
	This season we had 48 children participating in Nipper activities each Sunday morning. It was wonderful to see so many familiar and new faces on the beach each week, with three of our Nippers showing real commitment by consistently attending extra board training throughout the season.
	A big thank you to our four amazing swim educators — Brienna Elford, Kath Langthorne, Debbie Purvis and Mark Notley — who volunteered their time twice a week to teach swimming at the South West Rocks pool. Several children joined in and made it each week, building their confidence in the water and receiving extra coaching along the way. These sessions made a real difference — children who were struggling with their swimming at the start of the season grew much stronger in their skills and became far more confident in the surf.
	Thank you to Mick Hayes for all the extra training he provided to the children competing in board and March Past events. This gave them the chance to experience one-on-one coaching on the board, and it was fantastic to see the children marching as a team and taking such pride in representing our club.
	On ANZAC Day, Oscar and Peyton laid the wreath at the Dawn Service on behalf of our club — a very proud moment for our Nippers and our community.
	This year I asked the Board to select the recipient of the Kerry Fisher Memorial Award, and I congratulate Lincoln Tugwood on being a very worthy recipient. Lincoln consistently helps set up the beach each week, never complains when asked to lend a hand — even helping set up at the Hat Head Macleay Nippers day — and has contributed to fundraising with a wonderfully positive attitude towards our club.
	Congratulations also to Lincoln Benson, our Competitor of the Year — a well-deserved award after a dedicated season of competing at carnivals both at South West Rocks and at away clubs.
	At our Junior Presentation, the following children were recognised for their commitment each week, their can-do attitude and the encouragement they showed
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	DIRECTOR OF MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS
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	CLUB MANAGER REPORT
	Despite challenging economic conditions, including inflation and fluctuating fuel prices, the bar and bistro at SWRSLSC has had another successful year. I want to express my gratitude to our dedicated employees whose hard work drives our success. I feel grateful to be surrounded by a team that brings both enthusiasm and professionalism to everything they do.
	On top of the over 90 weddings and private functions we have held, the Club has hosted some incredible events this year, including the Australian IRB titles in July and Country Championships in January. Both carnivals, despite being challenging from an organisational and staffing perspective, were hugely successful and received widespread praise from the wider Surf Lifesaving and South West Rocks community.
	We continued, this season, to foster new relationships and nurture our current partnerships with other SWR community groups such as Rotary, The View Club of South West Rocks, SWR Public School P&C, the South West Rocks Probus Club and the Marlins Rugby League team. We have also worked closely with the Figtree Corporation and Kinchela Boys Home Corp. throughout the year for a number of events. We look forward to continuing to support these relationships into the future.
	We pride ourselves on providing a safe and nurturing work environment for our staff, many of whom also spend their time off volunteering on our beaches as active members of the Club. Throughout the year, we have also taken on multiple work experience students from around the Kempsey area to provide hands-on hospitality training. Two of these students were offered positions within the Club staff after the completion of their work experience.
	I would like to thank the SWRSLSC Committee members for their dedication to our Club, and their support of me and our employees. The volunteer hours that they provide are truly appreciated, and their combined years of experience, education and business knowledge help me to successfully manage our Club.
	I look forward to serving, working with and hopefully having a beer with everyone in the coming months and wish all of our volunteers and members a safe, happy and fruitful 26/27 season.
	Alex Wilcox
	Club Manager
	South West Rocks Surf Life Saving Club
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	EDUCATION OFFICER REPORT
	This season saw a continuation of strong training across the club. We ran a number of courses throughout the season, including the following awards obtained:
	Bronze Medallion x 12
	Surf Rescue Certificate x 6
	IRB Crewperson x 4
	Silver Medallion- IRB Driver x 2
	RWC Operator x6
	First Aid x 13
	Advanced Resuscitation Certificate x 16
	UAV x1
	Training Officer Certificate x 1
	Thank you to the Education Team including Rebecca Mitchell, Brienna Elford, Craig Schweikert, Ian "Spook" Everingham, and Mick Hayes. This group volunteers countless hours to support members to gain confidence as well as awards. They bring an exceptional range of knowledge, experience and skills to the club. This season also saw Brienna Elford, Rebecca Mitchell and Kate Skinner attend the 2026 Surf Lifesaving NSW Chief Training Officer Forum. Thank you to the support of other branch TAFs, especially the northern clubs- Macksville-Scotts Head, Hat Head and Kempsey-Crescent Head. We would also like to recognise Sue Croad from Hat Head for her facilitation of the First Aid and Advanced Resuscitation Courses.
	We look forward to adding Pete, Sophie and Mia to our Education Team next season as they are currently completing their Training Officer Certificate and will bring a wide range of skills and experience to the team.
	Kate Skinner
	Education Officer Report
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	MARKETS REPORT
	The Beachside Markets are held on the second Saturday of the month as well as during school holidays. We have also introduced a market on the 5th Saturday.
	Kate Skinner took over from Ian Yates in April. Stall holders and community members have been happy with the new initiatives.
	The summer markets during school holidays continue to be the busiest time, but this year has seen an overall increase in stalls throughout the year.
	We look forward to continuing to try new things to keep the markets relevant for visitors as well as community members.
	Kate Skinner
	Beachside Markets Coordinator
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	AUDITORS REPORT
	Year ended 30 April 2026
	Please accept my apologies for not being in attendance today.

	Financial Statements Presentation
	The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards – Simplified Disclosures and the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profits Commission Act 2012 (ACNC).

	Financial Report overview
	The Surf Life Saving Club recorded a profit of $275,327 for the year ended 30 April 2026, representing an increase of $44,601, or 19.3%, compared to the profit of $230,726 recorded in the previous year.  The increase in profit was driven by an increase in income of $214,200, partially offset by an increase in expenses of $169,600.
	The increase in income was primarily attributable to stronger trading results across the Club's bar, bistro and functions operations. Bar sales increased by $46,600 to $836,000, while food and function sales increased by $83,300 to approximately $1 million.
	The main increase in expenditure related to employee benefits, which increased by $74,000 to $747,500. This increase was consistent with the higher level of trading activity during the year. Inventory purchases also increased by $49,300 to $731,901, reflecting the increased volume of sales.
	Overall, the 2026 financial year has been an outstanding year for the Surf Life Saving Club. Having reviewed the Club's results over the past 14 years, this represents the strongest financial result achieved during that period.

	Statement of Financial Position
	The Statement of Financial Position reflects a strong financial position, with total assets of approximately $1.4 million and net assets of more than $1.2 million.
	As at 30 April 2026, the Club held cash at bank of $346,500 and term deposits of $871,700.
	The Club’s liabilities remained modest and included trade creditors, employee leave entitlements and unspent grant funding relating to the solar panel project to
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	be undertaken during the 2027 financial year.

	Statement of cash flows
	Net cash provided by operating activities was $394,976, compared to $247,250 in the previous year, representing an increase of approximately $147,700.
	This is the strongest operating cash flow result achieved by the Club in the past 13 years.
	The Board, management and staff should be commended on these results, particularly given the ongoing cost-of-living pressures facing many organisations and communities.

	Independent Auditor’s Report
	The independent auditor’s report contains our opinion on the financial report.
	We have issued an unmodified opinion.
	In our opinion, the accompanying financial report has been prepared in accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, including:
	(i)giving a true and fair view of the Club’s financial position as at 30 April 2026 and of its financial performance for the year then ended; and
	(ii)complying with Australian Accounting Standards and the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2022.

	Closing
	I would like to take this opportunity to thank Steve, Vicki, Alex, Molly and Cate for their assistance during the audit and for their continued support of NorthCorp Accountants.
	I would also like to congratulate the Board, management, staff and volunteers on another successful year and wish the Club every success for the year ahead.
	Alaine Ylias
	NorthCorp Accountants
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	2025/26 PRESENTATION AWARDS
	DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
	Ian Everingham
	Janelle Cook
	Linda Cooper
	Darren Love

	SLSA LONG SERVICE AWARDS
	5 Year Patrol Service Award
	Bruce Aulsebrook, Olivia Bailey, Michael Briggs, Matthew Chow, Brayden Cook, Jen Grahame, Stephen Hayes, Helen King, Tim May, Chris Schulz

	10 Year Patrol Service Award
	Mick Hayes, Brian Morris

	40 Year Long Service Award
	Mick Adams

	50 Year Patrol Service Award
	Craig Schweikert

	50 Year Long Service Award
	Craig Schweikert


	AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE - PERPETUAL AWARDS
	B+J Crossingham Memorial Award for Most Consistent Patrol Member
	Bruce Aulsebrook
	Colin Ball OAM + Pam Ball Memorial Award for Achievers & Encouragers Award Angus Ryan

	Garry Gillies Memorial Award for Cadet of the Year
	Maggie Briggs

	Ben Clarke Memorial Award for Rookie of the Year
	Riley Bechaz-Hatton

	Patrol of the Year
	Patrol 1

	Gordon ‘Coogan’ Lawrence Memorial Award for Competitor of the Year
	Mick Hayes
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	Roger Whitmore Memorial Award for Volunteer of the Year



	Life Governors’ Award for Administrator of the Year
	Steve Moran

	John Hogno Memorial Award for Services to Life Saving
	Wayne Morris

	Director of Administration Award
	Kate Skinner

	Director of Lifesaving Award
	Eleanor Briggs

	President’s Award
	Piper Mills

	Terry Trevillian Memorial Award for Male of the Year
	Steve Smailes

	W Tom Saul Memorial Award for Female of the Year
	Sophie Smailes

	Kevin Ruscoe Memorial Award for Clubperson of the Year
	Brienna Elford


	2025/26 NIPPER AWARDS
	Competitor of the Year
	Lincoln Benson

	Kerry Fisher Memorial Award for Attitude and Effort
	Lincoln Tugwood
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	2025/26 EDUCATION AWARDS
	SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE
	Lincoln Benson, Maggie Briggs, Amy Budden, Megan Curnow, Matt Farley, Kate Skinner

	BRONZE MEDALLION
	Riley Bechaz-Hatton, Eleanor Briggs, Michael Crummy, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon, Gavin Hodson, Darby Hudson, Leah McNamara, Gabby Miranda, Jim Rheningans, Shahni Willis, Amy Tovey

	PROVIDE FIRST AID CERTIFICATE
	Eleanor Briggs, Chris Farley, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon, Darby Hudson, Connor Jago, Luke Marshall, Leah McNamara, Gabby Miranda, Clayton Parsons, Jim Rheningans, Kate Skinner, Ginga Ryan

	ADVANCED RESUSCITATION TECHNIQUES
	Eleanor Briggs, Michael Crummy, Chris Farley, Tom Farley, Darcy Gordon, Gavin Hodson, Darby Hudson, Connor Jago, Kate Skinner, Luke Marshall, Leah McNamara, Gabby Miranda, Angus Ryan, Belinda Telford, Nicholas Turner, Chris Ward, Belinda White, Shahni Willis

	IRB CREWPERSON
	Riley Bechaz-Hatton, Eleanor Briggs, Matthew Chow, Angus Ryan, Sophie Smailes, Mo Wallis

	SILVER MEDALLION - IRB DRIVER
	Kris Matlock, Mia Matlock

	RWC
	Peter Brannelly, Brienna Elford, Jarrod Hasler, Molly McBain, Craig Schweikert, Mo Wallis

	UAV
	Kate Skinner

	RADIO OPERATOR
	Connor Jago
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